their caretakers,

- classic film “Casablanca.” The police
.chief, Capt.” Renault. (Claude Rams), is

* feign’ surprise and’ igno- ;.
: 4rance at a reahty w1th

henlconsxderthe fateo Or- :
egon’s at-risk children and.
Tm re- -
mmded of a line from the

. pressured by his-Nazi-“parmers”.to con-"-

front the cynical Rick (Humphrey Bogart) ‘

» in his eponymously named cafe; saying: “1.:

. am shocked — shocked —'to find that.. ¢

- gambling is going on in here.” Everyone" ’
. in the club as well as.the movie audience -

knows that. gambling is otcurring, But

- Renault’s delicate situation forces h1m to":

CHILDABUSE =~ ... .

change thi

-ficials? They mout.h th

1. org) That §.an mprov
= ‘ment from last year’s D+, but t' sti
i 1thetas

ns clalm to be shocked when

~dren in our community .are being
mistreated. They are shocked to find that

They are shocked to learn that the need

. nerable cmzens

posed to help these children and their
families are so poorly: funded that they
can't recruit and retain enough people to
do the job properly.

In human services, government con-
tracts represent the largest piece of fund-
ing. Yet for the past four years there have

tracts at either the state or county level.

been no increases in rates in public con-.

“"ian almost “daily” basis, the media bring* .
* them more bad news about the way chil-

children are regularly abused.in Oregon. -

for decent foster families far outstrips the. .
supply. Everywhere | there are-shocking -
stories about how we treat our most vul :

But there's an untold story Lhat is d1- ‘

- rectly related to all this bad news about.".
* children. That's the story. abotit how the
nonprofit organizations that are “sup-'

Can you imagine what would happen ifa .

“here in Portland or anywhere else in this*

PP
everythmg is OK. We.need t '
those shockmg images on our televi

cornpromlsed Renault,
that child abuse is gomg on herel”

We ‘are not going to-end child abus

country by blowmg a whistle‘and serid
ing everyone-homie for the night. But th
people-and the organizations. that can-

-address $uch issues are in' place. They

lack only. the resources to- get the ]ob
done properly:
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Jay Bloom is president and chief execunve of
Morrison Child and Farnily Services, a.
. Portland-based nonprofit that delivers mental
health treatment and social services w0 chtldren ‘
e and thezr famzlxes S L




